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were given in connection with their marriages, and that their wives who were
lawfuly married to them according to their own religions had not hitherto
been recognized as their wives, but by this settlement those wives were recognized
as valid wives according to the law of South Africa, that outsider would laugh,
and consider that those Indians, or those Europeans who had joined them in
having a banquet, and giving all those praises and so on, must be a parcel of
fools. What was there to gloat over in having an intolerable burden removed
which might have been removed years ago? What was there in a lawful wife's
being recognized in a place like South Africa? But, proceeded Mr. Gandhi, he
concurred with Mr. Duncan in an article he wrote some years ago, when he
truly analysed the struggle, and said that behind that struggle for concrete
rights lay the great spirit which asked for an abstract principle, and the fight
which was undertaken in 1906, although it was a fight against a particular law,
was a fight undertaken in order to combat the spirit that was seen about to
overshadow the whole of South Africa, and to undermine the glorious British
Constitution, of which the Chairman had spoken so loftily that evening, and
about which he (the speaker) shared his views. It was his knowledge, right or
wrong, of the British Constitution which bound him to the Empire, Tear that
Constitution to shreds and his loyalty also would be torn to shreds. Keep that
Constitution intact, and they held him bound a slave to that Constitution. He
had felt that the choice lay for himself and his fellow-countrymen between two
courses, when this spirit was brooding over South Africa, either to sunder them-
selves from the British Constitution, or to fight in order that the ideals of that
Constitution might be preserved—but only the ideals. Lord Ampthill had said,
in a preface1 to Mr. Doke's book, that the theory of the British Constitution
must be preserved at any cost if the British Empire was to be saved from the
mistakes that all the previous Empires had made. Practice might bend to the
temporary aberration through which local circumstances might compel them
to pass, it might bend before unreasoning or unreasonable prejudice, but theory
once recognized could never be departed from, and this principle must be
maintained at any cost. And it was that spirit which had been acknowledged
now by the Union Government, and acknowledged how nobly and loftily. The
words that General Smuts so often emphasised still rang in his ears. He had
said, "Gandhi, this time we want no misunderstanding, we want no mental 01
other reservations, let all the cards be on the table, and I want you to tell
me wherever you think that a particular passage or word does not read in
accordance with your own reading,*' and it was so. That was the spirit ir
which he approached the negotiations. When he remembered General Smut
of a few years ago, when he told Lord Crewe that South Africa would not de
part from its policy of racial distinction, that it was bound to retain tha
distinction, and that, therefore, the sting that ky in this Immigration Law woulc
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